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ST,  rural  district  coir.-ciL 

AIMD'AL  REPORT  CP  THE  PHI DI CAL  OFFICER  OF  HE/O^TH 

FOR  ^TPIE  TIfIR  l945 


Mr.  Chairman,  Lacies  and  Gontleiiien, 


■ 


At  the  time  your  Medical  Officer  of  H^altA  for  the  year 
1945  would  normally  have  prepared  his  Annual  Report  for  that 
year  he  ( Dr. H.  G.  Robinson)  v/evS  a  very  sick  man.  His  death  on 
the  12th  July,  1946  v.ais,  I  am  sure,  much  mourned  by  ec-ery 
member  of  the  Council  and  peihaps  more  so  bp  ':hc  officers  in 
the  Departmont  with  v^hich  his  activities  ovo-^  a  period  of 
about  25  years  wore  parti cule rly  associated.  His  .^onial 
disposition  and  untiring  interest  in  his  runny  nctivirdes  and 
the  high  pressure  under  which  he  toiled  dur:  ...g  onomn^  air 
raids  in  the  early  part  of  1941  appearod  to  Leave  upon  him 
an  effect  from  ^'hich  he  never  rocoverod. 


As  his  successor  I  have  compiled  this  r-ipeit  from  the. 
registers,  notes  and  information  handed  to  on  takir.g  up 
the  appointment  of  Hodioal  Officer  cf  H-,alth,  Though  T 
every  reason  to  believe  the  report  ro  be  ali".c:"t  identical  to 
the  one  which  Dr. Robinson  v^ould  have  submitocci;  1  oarmet,  of 
course,  give  any  guarantoo  to  that  offccl'. 


The  report  for  the  year  1945  follo^'i's  soiucwixut  previous 
war-time  reports  owing  to  war  conditicnr  corf  inning  ontil 
the  latter  part  of  the  pv^ar.  Economic  rcstrio  o.  ons  musn 
inevitably  continue  for  a  considerable  porioo.  after  the  war 
and  much  work,  neoessar5^  as  indeed  it  is,  poe^'P^.ned,  to  enable 


J.  u  ±):j  }  ■JU;_  ''U'  u  ^ 

super  priority  matters,  such  as  the  orovislon  of  liouelng 
accommodation  for  those  who  e\tg  in  special  n-  '^d,  to  ta'.i., 
procedenoo.  The  Council’s  oast  activities  in  regard  tc'  ' 


provision  of  piped  v/ater  supplies  has  been  t.iiply  rejll^csed  in 
its  contribution  to  the  Notion’s  require::.:  sni^'  during  oh  a  war, 
but  places  still  remain  in  the  district  wni  are  in  need  or 

piped  supplies,  A  special  section  of  this  .coport  is  being 
devoted  to  the  district’s  Vvater  supply  and  :fher  sections 
will  deal  v/ith  housing,  sew/orage,  etc. 


SECTION  A ,  STATISTICS . 
Population, 


Tne  estimated  population 
acreage  48,400, 


for 


the 


J  a 


lb 


500 


the 


AgriciMture  continues  to  be  the  chief 


industry  with  fruit 


and  flow'or  culture  forming  an  important  and  j.mmunorat 
The  district  is  rich  in  pasture  land  and  ■'iillk  product 
very  attractive  outlet  in  a  flourishing  Croum^ry  gsuO 
in  a  neighbouring  district,  Cv^cetal  areas  arc  .^argel 
patronised  during  the  holiday  season  and  the  oxtrrmc 
oastern  part  of  tho  district  has  an  active  '■.o:inGct?.cn 
Pl;,miouth  Dockyard  as  v7g11  as  the  Naval  and  fhlitc.ri 
Gstablishmonts  in  the  locality. 


Lve  part, 
ion  has  a 
clislrn-crt 
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suub'L 
with  the 
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Vital  -Statistics, 


Live  Births, 

Mala 

Eemale 

Total 

Legitimate 

95 

79 

174 

Illegitimate 

4 

7 

11 

Stillbirths 

Logitimato 

2 

3 

5 

Illegitimate 

1 

— 

1 

Tile  Birth  Rate  per  thousand  population  -  11.2 
Stillbirth  rate  per  thousand  population  -  0,36 

Live -birth  rate  England  &  ''ales  -  16.1- 
Stillbirth  rate  England  &  V/ales  -  0.46 


According  to  the  Regi strar- General ^ a  figures  the 
number  of  deaths  in  the  district  for  the  year  Vvas 
218,  representing  a  death  rate  of  13, 88,  compared 
with  11.4  for  England  and  Wales. 


Appended  is  a  table  of  causes  of  death  and  age 
incidence  recorded. 
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Disease  Causes  of  Death  &  Age  luci deuce 


■•■t . 

Un- 

1 

2 

i5 

15 

r'i  rr 

f.fxj 

35 

45 

'  55 

65: 

75 . . 

i  ivL 

F. 

der 

_ 

- 

— 

- 

- 

— 

- 

& 

..  1..,. 

..2.,, 

.5. 

as. 

AS 

3,S.... 

45 

55... 

^  P.  5 

75 

over 

W5ioov:ing  Cough 
Tuberculosis 

'  - 

~ 

Rosed rat ory 

:  S 

3 

1 

1 

1 

;  1 

1 

Other 

E 

i  1 

“1 

Syphili  te 

:  1 

1 

Influenza 

:  2 

o 

Cj 

Cancer : - 

Oesophagus 

^  1 

1 

1 

1 

Uterus 

1  - 

- 

St ona  cn 

.  3 

1 

1 

o 

1 

Brea  st 

4 

O 

1 

1 

Other 

;1E 

7 

“1 

\  V 

to 

5 

JD-J-  Cv  0  w  G  0 

:  4 

3 

r- 

C  J 

I  r 

2 

4 

Intra.  Cranial 

dh 

13 

O 

Q 

15 

Vascular 

r  ... 

- 

ilec-rt  Disease 

40 

1 

4 

4 

ill 

16 

26 

Other  Ci.rGulatory 

:  6 

3 

1 

:  2 

3 

Diphtheria 

Appendi oi tis 

n 

1 

1 

i  1 

1 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

1 

i  1 

Other  diseases  of  livor 

3 

^  1 

1 

1 

Bronchitis 

ill 

2 

1 

;  1 

ry 

O 

0 

?n  eunionia 

:  3 

2 

3 

2 

Other  respiratory 

: 

"1 

a. 

Ulcer  of  Stciuach 

Other  Digestive 

i  2 

2 

1 

a 

i  1 

1 

1 

Neohritis 

i  5 

6 

4 

:  2 

3 

9 
— » 

Puerperal  Cause 

1 

1 

Prerjiature  birth  congenita 

1  s 

2 

4  ^ 

Sui  cide 

Roa,d  Traffic 

:  S 

1 

2 

1 

Other  Violsnoo 

:  1 

1 

1 

1 

All  other  causes 

;ii 

13 

I  1 

1 

rr 

O 

i  1 

4 

2.4 

dE5 

92 

4 

1 

:  1 

;  2 

7 

12 

17 

i33 

57 

84 

Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2018  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b30126721 
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gEGTICIT  5. 

(1)  PI33I.IG  BSALTH  OFFICERS 


Mi 

year  1^44 
di  strict 
Mr. 


Govett , 


your  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  v?ho  during  the 
v;as  left  practically  alone  with  his  w/ork  in  the 
was  in  January  greatly  assisted  by  the  return  of 
..u.Grylic,  ivho  is  familiar  with  the  district  and  has 


been  v^ry  valuable  in  general  inspectoral  and  administrative 
iwork,  Mr.ch,  however,  remains  to  be  done  and  the  return  to 
the  district  of  Mr.l/illiams  will  raise  the  staffing  status 
of  the  deoartmenli  to  a  desirable  level. 


(2)  Ba ctoriolc gi cal  investigations  continue  to  be  carried  out 
for  the  district  by  arrangement  wdth  the  County  M'boratories 
at  Truro  and  the  Prince  of  Vfales  Hospital,  Pl;'miouth. 

(2)  AV'ibulence  facilities  are  available  at  Callington  a nd 
Salta  sc  US  occasion  requires. 


(^)  ib 
regain 
travel 


e  County  harsing  association's  activities  in  the  district 
pjuctico.lly  as  before,  though  some  improvement  in  the 
lixig  facilities  of  the  district  nurses  is  overdue. 


I  a  \  rp’- 
and  Child 

(^4- 

o.  L'  O'x.-wU  -L  J.1 


ounty  Council  is  mainly  responsible  for  Maternity 
helfaro  work  and  tho  Infant  and  Child  V/elfare  Clini 
gton  cojutinues  to  function  satisfactorily. 


c 


.SBc;riGH 
^VATuR  SUPPLY. 


& 


F-'i;_ov/ir.ig  bhe  passing  of  the  Rural  '/a  ter  Supplies 
Sewerage  1944,  ono  of  the  Minister's  Biigineering 

Ins'oecters  made  ^  surrey  of  tho  waterworks  in  the  district 
and  the  Count generally  and  his  report  to  tho  Minister  will 
presumably  be  made  in  duo  course  but  as  it  is  apparontly 
dosircr]  that  a  fairly  comprehensivo  roferonce  should  bo  made 
in  this  report  on  the  crosont  position  of  the  district  water 
supply  the  follor/ing  information  miglit  be  appreciated. 


Tho  rateable  value  of  tho  district  is  approximately 
£60,000  ^mid  tiiore  arc  16  ?a.rishos,  all  of  which  havo  piped 
suppllos  to  oho  speroximato  extent  indicated  below. 


P..xrrsh  Ho.  of  Domestic  Trade 

Houseis  Suy/olies  Suoplies 

(D-st.) 


Anton’’. 

125 

89 

12 

Botusileming 

70 

25 

11 

Gallinguon 

520 

485 

72 

Caj.s  t  ook 

1210 

1287 

172 

Land  rake 

185 

115 

12 

Landuj.ph 

125 

6C 

12 

j^Aker 

245 

197 

7 

Mi  11 brook 

510 

488 

17 

Pill a ton 

82 

26 

9 

Q-.ethi  eel’ 

39 

29 

12 

HU:; : 

156 

147 

7 

St.fcminic 

n  n  O 

X  /O 

56 

21 

St .  G.--’m^>''.3 

516 

29  2 

55 

St.  Jo/: a 

42 

8 

6 

5 o  .Me^  lion 

52 

19 

7 

Shea’ luck 

129 

103 

p; 

/ 


t 


t 


\ 


( 


t 


'  t 


I 


ry 
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T'r^a  r.iain  source  of  supply  is  from  the  South  hlust 
Cornu’all  '■-a ter  Board’s  source  on  Bodmin  Moor  at  an 
elevation  of  about  800  O.D.  The  constituent  members  of 
the  Board  are  this  Council  and  the  Looo  Urban  District  Council 
and  the  normal  available  quantity  of  v;ater  for  suoply  to 
each  constituent  authority  is  400,000  -^.nllons  per  day.  In 


addition  the 
these  include 

Council  retain  some  of 

their 

old  sources 

and 

Sources 

at  Cal  stock  having  D.t' 

.F,  of 

85,000  g.a. 

d. 

ff 

”  Millbrook  ”  ” 

?f 

50,000 

”  Dovmderry  ”  ” 

■*? 

10,000  ” 

.? 

”  Callington  ” 

'9 

10,000  ” 

Other  sources  vested  in  the  Council  are  subject  to 
contaminating  influonco  and  would  not  bo  utilised  excepting 
in  an  omorgoncy  vjhen  any  obvious  precautionary  measure, 
including  chlorination,  v^/ould  be  adopted. 

The  aresent  civil  requirements  of  the  district  amount 
to  approximately  300,000  g.p.d.  for  domestic  purposes  and 
65,000  for  trade,  including  agriculture,  and  it  is  expected 
that  the  future  demand  for  this  industry  vdll  be  considerably 
increased.  During  the  war  about  110,000  g.o.d,  were  supplied 
to  His  Majesty’s  Forces  stat  .oned  in  the  district  and  it  is 
estimated  that  the  peace  time  requirements  in  this 
connection  Tdll  not  be  less  than  60,000  g.o*d. 

V/ithin  the  district  there  are  about  3900  v;atermain 
services  of  which  3540  are  taken  from  the  mains  vested  in 
the  Council.  The  Board’s  mains  are  chiefly  for  the  purpose 
of  conveying  v/ater  to  salient  points  either  within  the 
district  or  for  suppli-js  to  neighbouring  districts,  chief  of 
vv?hioh  is  Looe,  a  constituent  member  of  the  '/ater  Board. 
Distribution  to  consumers  is  mainly  from  the  Council’s  ov/n 
mains  and  amounts  to  90  fo  of  the  total.  All  mains  are  tapped 
for  individual  services  by  the  Council’s  permanent  staff  and 
the  normal  rules  and  regulations  in  regard  to  services  apply. 

A  correct  record  of  the  number  of  houses  taking  supplios  from 
public  standpipes  is  not  available  but  it  is  ostimatod  that 
the  number  is  less  than  syj  of  tho  total  houses  supplied  from 
the  mains, 

Tho  Moorland  water  from  the  Water  Board’s  Gathering 
Ground  is  acid  and  plumbo  solvent  but  a  modern  neutralising 
plant  is  provided  at  their  filtration  v^orks  near  the  Intakes 
where  chlorination  of  the  v^ater  is  also  carried  out.  Thus  the 
Vi^ater  after  treatment  is  regarded  as  safe  for  drinking  and 
all  other  domestic  purposes.  Cal  stock  water  is  also  acid  and 
is  passed  through  lime  stone  filter  beds  and.  chlorinated  before 
delivery  into  the  service  reservoirs,  heater  from  the 
Council’s  other  sources  is  mostly  fairly  hard  and  treatment 
other  than  chlorination  is  not  required  to  make  it  safe  for 
drinking. 
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The  following  are  oharaoteri sti o  analyses  of  samples 
taken  from  the  Board’s  supply  (a)  and  the  supplies  at 
Calstook  (b),  Dowiiderry  (o).  llillbrook  (d)  and  Callington  (e). 

Chemi cal , 


• 

Parts 

per  100,000 

(a  ) 

(b) 

(o) 

(d) 

(e) 

Total  solids 

14.0 

10,4 

7,5 

39,4 

13,8 

Total  hardness 

6.0 

6,5 

6 , 3 

29,8 

5,6 

Permanent  hardness 

3.0 

5.5 

.3.0 

11,6 

4,6 

Tern-'' ora ry  hardness 

3,0 

3,0 

3, 5 

18,2 

1, 0 

Chlorine 

3.8 

1,9 

2,9 

4.7 

2,1 

as  Sodium  Chloride  6,3 

3.1 

4,68 

7,75 

3.46 

Nitrates 

.02 

0.03 

0.4 

2 , 8 

3 ,  2 

Nitrites 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Free  Ammonia 

.0003 

.0003 

,0002 

,  0028 

.0016 

Albui'iinoid  Ammonia 

.  0005 

,0012 

,  0048 

,  0032 

.  0028 

Oxygen  absorbed  from 

permanganate 

• 

o 

CJl 

,  02 

- 

,0506 

,1146 

Lead, zinc , copper 

Bvacteriological , 

?r 

esent  in 

100  c 

.  0  . 

(a) 

(b) 

(P 

(d) 

(g) 

B, Coli 

Absent 

Absent 

5 , 0 

2,0 

j-.bsont 

B.  "fslchii 

.2,0 

.  01 

',1 

Streptococci 

jt 

Abe  e; 

nt  Absent 

I? 

The  village  of  II 

ally  B 

in  the  P- 

rish 

of  Cv,.l  ling  ton 

continues  to  be  su  -.^lied  from  u/orks  belonging 

to  a  private 

Company  and  although 

the  Counci 

I’s  offic 

ers  have  a  certain 

amount  of  inspectoral 

responsibility  in 

conns 

ction  with 

thi  s 

supply  and  distribution  system, 

it  would 

appear  preferable 

that  a  public  water  supply  should  be  administered  by  a 
public  authority.  The  initiative  of  the  ■'■rivate  company  in 
the  provision  of  a  piped  water  supply  when  the  Council  for 
that  area  had  neglected  to  do  so  shoulds  hoivever,  be  appreciated. 


Negotiations  'dth  the  Liskeard  Rural  District  Council 


continue  and  it  is  not  unlikely  that 
■'■'^hereby  a  satisfactory  suooly  can  be 


some  "'-or king  arrangement 
given  to  the  part  of 


Seaton  in  the 
tv/o  Councils, 


Liskeard  district  will  be  reached  between  the 


From  the  above  information  it  may  bo  assumed  that  the 
district  has  little  outstanding  from  the  point  of  view  of  a 
public  water  supply  but  thoro  still  remains  quite  a  few  small 
places  in  the  district  which,  if  ones  interpretation  of  the 
intention  of  the  Rural  ^'/ator  Supplies  and  Sewerage  Act,  1944, 
is  correct,  will  bo  entitled  to  piped  water  supplies.  Schemes 
will  therefore  bo  submitted  to  the  Jlinistry  for  main  extensions 
to  those  places  in  confident  anticipation  of  contributions 
towards  their  cost  being  forthcoming. 
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S0"-;8rage  V70rk  during  tlio  year  has  been  very  limited  and 
but  for  the  completion  of  the  S3rsten  for  the  little  village 
of  Pillaton.  no  V7orh  of  much  inmortance  has  been  undertakeno 
There  arc,  ho  ever,  ,ouitG  a  fo‘'7  places  in  the  district  which 
are  urgently  in  need  of  pipe  sewers,  especially  as  most  of 
the  villages  arm  served  ^-ith  viator  rdth  adequate  pressure 


from  the  mains 
the  first  to  bi 


Tie  - 


villag- 
dealt  mith. 


of  St. Germans  should  be  one  of 

es  can  be 


Unf  o  r tuna t  el y  di f  f i cul t i 


foreseen  in  adopting  a  scheme  lehich  vvould  not  necessitate  a 
some^/i'hat  expensive  puiii.'ing  plant  but  having  regard  to  the 
proximity  of  tidal  waters  into  v/hich,  only  a  few  miles  distant, 
sewage  from  ships  having  thousands  of  personnel  is  apparently 
discharged  with  little  or  no  treatment  It  docs  appear 
extra vagent  to  indulge  in  an  expensive  pumidng  schomc  when  the 
construction  of  a  covered  septic  tank  and  an  effluent  pipe 
to  tidal  T^aters  is  a  practical  oroposition. 


The  district  is  faced  with  the  consideration  of  schemes 
for  the  several  places  referred  to  in  last  year’s  vo;:ort,  and 
not  a  little  preparatory  work  lies  ahead  if  the  Co'micil 
embarks  on  the  schemes  -'’hich  modern  communities  now  expect 
and  up-to-date  Gouncils  doom  it  essential  to  provide. 


RIIT7SI:  GQLLHGTION  id'TD  DISPOSAL . 

The  continuation  of  a  comprehensive  system  of  refuse 
collection  throughout  the  district  is  generallj^  satisfactory 
though  some  complaints  vverc-  put  forward  by  householders  in  the 
built-up  areas  of  the  extreme  south  western  part  of  the  district 
vvhoro  owing  to  the  existence  of  some  very  narrow  streets 
throu^  which  the  Gouncil’e  existing  vehicle  cannot  pass  and 
improvised  .methods  of  collection  had  to  be  adopted  It  is  not 
unlikely  that  an  additional  vehicle  of  smaller  dimensions  will 
be  acquired  to  overcome  this  difficulty. 


PUBLI G  G  OIWPPTIING-  ]S . 

Public  Gonveniences  for  both  sexes  are  provided  at  Galstock, 
Gunnislako,  Gallington,  Dov.iiderry,  Kimgsand  and  Gvmsand»  All 
are  regularly  cleansed  and,  with  the  exception  of  the  tv'o  at 
Kingsand  and  Gcu.^sand,  of  comparativolj^  modern  design  and  in  good 
repair.  'jliaso  tv;o  need  reconstructing  a.nd  modernising,  more 
particularly  in  regard  to  the  internal  fittings. 

The  Gouncil h  decision  to  extend  and  improve  the  existing 
convenience  at  blj,  11b rook  and  provide  new'  acconmiodation  for 
women  is  a  yqtj  wise  one. 


SIGTIQN  D.  H  o  u  sing 

Housing  accommodation  in  the  district  like  most  other 
districts  (not  exclusively  rural)  has  a  considerable  lee-way 
to  make  up  duo  to  vi/ar  years,  comprrativo  i.naotivit3r5  normal 
dilapidations  and  losses  b3^  enemy  action.  It  is  impracticable 
to  attempt  to  demand  extensive  reconditioning  of  d"-’ellings  and 
the  removal  of  houses  v^hich  are  incapable  of  being  satisfa  ctorly 
repaired  before  some  pronounced  progress  is  achieved  in  the 
erection  or  provision  of  ne-  or  other  suitable  alternative 
accommodation -for  displaced  persons.  V/ith  this  end  in  viov/, 
the  Gouncil  has  concontratod  on  the  preliminary  -'ork  for  the 
erection  of  378  new  houses  in  the  district  and  during  the 


-8- 


I 


coming  year  over  100  aro  expected  to  be  in  course 
A  general  syste.-iatic  detailed  inspection  of  houses 
at  present  is  tlierefore  regarded  as  preru  turo  and 
being  directed  chiefly  to  individual  unfit  houses 
irmiodiate  action. 


of  construction, 
in  the  district 
attention  is 
v.fhich  require 


Oonsi durable  disappointment  u/as  felt  in  the  distric.t,  by 
lapsing  in  Icitenbei  of  application  for  assistance  under  the 
Housing  (Rural  "Jorhers)  Acts,  and  to  the  nev'/  Bill  v:hich  was 
withdrawn  from  1-rliament,  particularly  having  regard  to  the 
extent  of  improvements  that  have  been  ce. rried  out  during  the 
time  the  Acts  have  been  in  oneration. 


the 


SUCTION  S 


1:11  LK. 


This  article  of  food  has  of  recent  years  been  considerably 
developed  in  the  district  and  a  large  percentage  of  the  farmers 
have  contracts  with  the  hlilk  Bosnrd  for  regular  deliveries  to  the 
local  collectors  from,  in  many  cases,  somewhat  improvised  roadside 
stages  umere  the  churns  are  not  al^vays  adequately  protected  from 
weather,  or  properly  sealed.  Liaison  between  the  County  Dairy 
Department  and  the  Council's  officers  is  quite  good,  and  the 
co-operation  of  the  tv/o  Departments  is  found  to  bo  extremely 
beneficial  in  securing  the  essential  adaptation  of  a  remises  before 
licences  arc  issued  to  producers. 


IBAT  AND  OTEHR  FOODS. 

Owing  to  practically  no  slaughtering  of  animals  in  the  private 
slaughter  houses  in  the  district,  very  little  diseased  or  unfit 
meat  is  discovered.  Host  of  the  home  killed  meait  for  the  district 
comes  from  slaughter  houses  at  Tavistock,  L:aunceston  or  Lisneard, 
where  local  Heat  Insi-ectors  operate.  Heat  and  other  foods  in 
retail  shops  are,  ho^.'^ever,  frequently  inspected  by  the  Council's 
officers  and  any  necessary  action  taken  as  occasion  requires. 


SECTION  F, 


Irevalence  of  and  control  over  Infectious  Disease , 

(Figures  in  brackets  are  notification  for  1944) 

During  the  year  theie  was  an  epidemic  of  measles  throughout 
the  Rural  District  528  (--5)  cases  T;erG  notified.  There  were 
28  (152)  cases  of  whooping  cough  notified,  7(5)  cases  of 
D.,phtheria  and  23  (25)  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever, 

Other  infectious  diseases  notified  vi^ere  17  (27)  Pneumonia, 

1  Erysipelas  and  5  (l)  cases  of  IHlaria  in  non-- civilian  cases. 
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Tuberculosis » 
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2  non-re spiratory 


Respiratory  Tuberculosis  v.?0re  recorded  from  the  Death  R...- turns 
■'A/hi  ch  had  not  been  rep  rted.  During  the  3^Gar  5.  deaths  from 
Res-'i uatory  Tuberculosis  i/ore  recorded  and  2  of  other  forms  o 
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Yv yu r  ob  0  di o nt  So r Veun t , 


F.  A.  TROVlTBRIDGE. 


